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Background: About Kiribati

Å33 tiny coral atolls ς21 inhabited; land area 811 sq.km) 

ÅLocation: NE of Australia, in the Pacific Ocean, where the IDL
crosses the Equator;

ÅHuge ocean of 3.5 million square km; 

ÅPopulation: 120,000; of Micronesian race;Language: 
Austronesian;

ÅGovernment: Elected House of Parliament; Current 
President ςHE TaanetiMaamau(see photo);

ÅFormer British Colony; independent from UK on 12 July, 
1979; 

ÅMain economy: Copra oil industry; Remittance from workers 
on merchant ships in Germany, seasonal employment in NZ 
and Australia; tourism; fish & marine resources exports .
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